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why
we
need
an educated

pastorate
By Jiří Moskala

In today’s Christian world, theology is despised—and
to my amazement, this aversion is widespread even within our
church. Theological education is considered an unwelcome and
(un)necessary evil. I have heard people argue that time is short,
so there is no need to mess about with Hebrew, Greek, exegesis,
and hermeneutics, much less to learn about higher criticism
or psychology, because natural skills are more important than
education. Some will even say that if you study theology you will
be less able to win souls, so it’s better to receive only three to nine
months of Bible training.
The principal tasks of pastors are to present a right image
of God, cast vision, preach, protect against false doctrines and
interpretations of the Bible, and care for God’s people. But how
can the clergy do these things if they do not correctly understand
the important issues? These include God’s character of love, the
great controversy, the plan of salvation, the centrality of the cross,
the relationship between the covenants, the end-time prophecies,
hermeneutics, the meaning of Christ’s intercessory ministry in the
heavenly sanctuary, service in the community, noncombatancy,
relationship to non-Christian religions, the nature and authority
of the church, immigration problems, and questions regarding
contraception, abortion, divorce, stewardship, near-death
experiences, hell, immortality—to name just a few. Addressing all
of these depends on an understanding of theology.

Faith and Life
According to popular view, practical faith and a pious life are what
count, not theology. At first glance, this view is attractive. But
how can one know without theological reflection that her faith is
genuine and her Christian life balanced?

This type of reasoning—that a pious life is important while a
theological understanding isn’t—presents a false dichotomy. It
is like saying that we need Jesus but not the church, or that what
matters is a relationship, but not doctrines. These are artificial
contradictions, for both are indispensable.
Our spiritual growth depends on theology. The Lord’s
declaration in Isaiah 66:2b is very relevant for thorough study
of the biblical message: “But this is the one to whom I will look:
he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my
word” (ESV).

Practical Theology
I have heard others formulate their objection this way: what we
need in our churches are pastors, not theologians. This betrays a
misunderstanding, because good biblical and theological training
is practical. Applied theology is the crown of all theological studies.
Even the biblical languages of Hebrew and Greek, if rightly taught,
are thoroughly practical. It has been said that the most practical
thing in life is theory, and here it is demonstrated: Hebrew and
Greek are a fountain of theology, and an understanding of these
tools helps us interpret the biblical message. Thoughts of God, the
prophets, and the apostles are expressed through language, which
is a mirror of their minds. Their vocabulary, grammar, and syntax
reflects their thinking, from which springs our understanding of
how to live the Christian life.
So biblical-theological thinking is the bread and butter of
every pastor. It is essential equipment for those who preach the
Word of God and are called to care for his people. Practically
speaking, whatever we say in our conversations, Sabbath School
discussions, preaching, articles, books, songs, prayers, and
W W W . A T O D A Y . O R G 17

F

E

A

T

U

R

E

worship about humanity, life around us, life after death, and
the future reveals our theology. These reflections must be well
informed.

The Pastor as Theological Guide
C. S. Lewis once lamented that many Christians like practical
religion but despise theology. He said that he personally escaped this
wrong dilemma because “any man who wants to think about God at
all would like to have the clearest and most accurate ideas about Him
which are available.”1 “If you do not listen to Theology, that will not
mean that you have no ideas about God. It will mean that you have a
lot of wrong ones—bad, muddled, out-of-date ideas.”2
There is a sense in which every believer is a theologian.
Theology is our systematic and comprehensive reflection on
God’s revelation. It involves thinking deeply on the meaning of
the various aspects of life from God’s perspective. It also involves
a prospection, that is, looking into the future. This reflectingprospecting process is rooted in the Holy Scriptures, and it must
be done with consistency.
And yet, because it is our own endeavor, it is subject to criticism
and improvement, and that process never ends. Here is where a
theologically astute pastor is essential. To borrow an example from
the medical field, a trained healthcare provider can assist a sick
or injured person much better than an uneducated individual,
even though the latter may be good-hearted. A person with the
knowledge of first aid, a nurse, a family doctor, a surgeon, or a
specialist in cancer or cardiovascular care can offer help—but each
one on a different level according to training and ability.
Similarly, within the church different people can help differently:
untrained new members, educated members, lifelong members
with a basic biblical knowledge, pastors, Bible scholars, or
theologians. We would refuse to go to a nurse for a complicated
surgery, but often we dare to think that almost anybody in the
church can answer deep biblical issues and theological or ethical
problems—or give wise advice to solve life’s challenges.

Theology in Community
True, broad, and balanced pastoral education is a sine qua non to
acquiring right biblical-theological training that includes the study
of the Bible, historical theology, dogmatics, ethics, church history,
mission, discipleship, and practical theology. The opposite of “bad
theology” is not “no theology,” but “good theology.”
Let me emphasize that true theology is always practiced in the
church and for the church. It does not make sense outside of the
church, because it is always in the service of the church. We can
aptly state that the task of Adventist theology is threefold:
• to explore and present the beauty and relevance of the
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Adventist message and mission
• to advance in the understanding of truth and to discover new
things and connections
• to refine the church’s current understanding of the Bible and
to be an educated voice in the church
Thus, believers can follow balanced biblical teaching and can
grow in Christ and truth rather than in their own thinking or
traditions. Adventist theology prepares people to know the truth,
love the truth, obey the truth, live the truth, proclaim the truth,
and be ready for the second coming of Christ.

i believe it is
dangerous to
presume that
theology belongs
only in the seminary
and is good solely
for academicians
and researchers.
Intellectually Lazy Pastors
In an article titled “Diligence a Necessary Qualification in
the Minister,” Ellen White complained: “Our ministers are
too well satisfied with themselves. They need intellectual
discipline.” They “have become intellectually lazy.” Instead of
being “intellectual giants,” they became “dwarfs in spiritual and
mental growth.” She emphatically states: “To the diligent Bible
student new light, new ideas, new gems of truth, will constantly
appear, and be eagerly grasped.”3
“Hard study and hard work are required to make a successful
minister or a successful worker in any branch of God’s cause.”4

The Benefits of a Theological Education for Pastors
By Jiří Moskala
Theology helps pastors to formulate messages
centered on Christ and God. The indicative of the
gospel must precede the imperative of the gospel.
Theology assists in preserving biblical truth
through a competent, responsible, and relevant
exposition of God’s Word in preaching, thus
avoiding bad scholarship, the sensational and
emotional, and intuitional “fake news” filled with
conspiracy theories.
Theology equips pastors to answer questions
intelligently. Life is complex, and many in our
churches have profound questions related to
postmodern, post-Christian, agnostic, and atheistic
convictions. Pragmatic religious materialism and
religious spirituality create new issues that demand
honest answers.

Urban settings need trained, thoughtful
evangelists and pastors. Cities represent a unique
challenge for those who want to proclaim God’s
Word in a meaningful way.
Theology edifies the church and keeps her
memory refreshed so that we don’t forget key
events and past discussions related to the
understanding and interpretation of the Bible.
Theology helps us to communicate the
full gospel to a wide diversity of cultures and
worldviews.
Theology gives us a big picture of God’s
revelation. It points to crucial events in the drama
of the biblical metanarrative, demonstrating how
all truth is connected, as well as defining the
relationship between the Old and New Testaments.

She laments that many gospel workers “do not dig for the
hidden treasure. Because they only skim the surface, they gain
only that knowledge which is to be found upon the surface.”5
This is why she warns: “The times demand an intelligent,
educated ministry, not novices”6 and “A great injury is often
done our young men by permitting them to begin to preach
when they have not sufficient knowledge of the Scriptures to
present our faith in an intelligent manner.”7
She advised that “Young men who desire to enter the field
as ministers, colporteurs, or canvassers, should first receive a
suitable degree of mental training, as well as a special preparation
for their calling. Those who are uneducated, untrained, and
unrefined, are not prepared to enter a field in which the powerful
influences of talent and education combat the truths of God’s
word. Neither can they successfully meet the strange forms of
error, religious and philosophical combined, to expose which
requires a knowledge of scientific as well as Scriptural truth.”8
Again: “Ministers should devote time to reading, to study, to
meditation and prayer. They should store the mind with useful
knowledge, committing to memory portions of Scripture, tracing
out the fulfillment of the prophecies, and learning the lessons
which Christ gave to His disciples.”9 Pastors, she says, should
“search the Scriptures diligently and prayerfully that they may
become giants in the understanding of Bible doctrines and the
practical lessons of Christ.”10

Theology equips us to lead meaningful dialogues
and contemporary, relevant conversations. It
makes us perceptive and competent to address
the Christian, post-Christian, and non-Christian
religious and atheistic communities.
Theology brings professionalism, expertise, and
confidence into the pastoral ministry. The certainty
of the understanding of the biblical truth as a
coherent system strengthens the Adventist identity
so that pastors can speak, teach, and preach with
conviction and passion for truth. At the same time,
a thoughtful acceptance of our limited knowledge
leads to humility and tolerance.
Theology does not just spell out the importance
of what we believe, but also explains why it is
relevant and how it should be lived.

Broad Theological Education
Proper ministry to people’s spiritual needs depends on a broad
theological understanding. It is a matter of life and death, because
a person’s eternal destiny is related to a right presentation of the
gospel. Being a pastor requires a total dedication of the whole
person to this noble task, for it is not a job but, rather, a life
vocation.
I believe it is dangerous to presume that theology belongs
only in the seminary and is good solely for academicians and
researchers. Of course, as humans, we have only the secondto-last word; the last word belongs to God as revealed in the
Scriptures. He is the ultimate Judge of even the best of our
theology.
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